
ANNUAL REPORT
2021-2022



TABLE OF CONTENTS

3

4

15

16

12

6

19

Mission

Letters from Leadership

Season Highlights

Map & Demographics 

Financial Information

Donor Listings

Staff And Board
2 BOSTON CHILDREN’S CHORUS



The Boton Children’s Chrus (BCC) haresses the 

power and joy of music t unite our city’s diverse 

communities and inspire social change. Our 

singers transcend social barriers in a celebration 

of shared humanity and love of music. Through 

intensive choral training and high-profile public 

performance experience (locally, throughout the 

U.S. and around the world), they learn discipline, 

develop leadership skills, and proudly represent

the city of Boston as ambassadors of harmony.

mission
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Boston Children’s Chorus (BCC) harnesses the power

of music to connect our city's diverse communities,

cultivate empathy, and inspire social inquiry.

OUR MISSION



The 2021–2022 season, "Now is the Time," marked a joyful reunion for singers and audiences at Boston Children's Chorus.
Following months of social separation and uncertainty presented by the pandemic, it was a thrill to be together again and
experience the energy of live rehearsals and performances. While the pandemic closed our doors in 2020, the learning
continued in digital rehearsal rooms and stages. In the Fall of 2021, we welcomed singers and audiences back in-person to
share in an unforgettable season! We are grateful to our entire community for your steadfast support during these
transformative times.

True to our tenacious nature, BCC launched numerous initiatives this past season and expanded into a brand-new territory,
maximizing our reach and impact. New partnerships provided exciting opportunities for singers to perform with artists,
including Idina Menzel, and to collaborate directly with international composers through BCC's commissioning project,
"Opus Nuovo." We engaged with new audiences at "We Sing: Boston," a free summer concert series in neighborhood
public parks in and around Boston in collaboration with Friends of the Public Garden. 

I am proud of our new rigorous, targeted recruitment campaign which prioritizes neighborhood access points to reach
communities and youth new to BCC. This year alone, the new initiative provided choral experiences to over 1,043 students
from public and charter schools in Greater Boston with free pop-up choirs and school-based workshops across the city
than ever before! 

Our 20th Anniversary season promises to advance and uplift commitments to cultural equity and representation of
historically underserved communities. We continue progressing with our strong vision and an immense gratitude for you,
our enthusiastic community. 

With sincere appreciation, 
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Dear BCC Friends,

Andrés Holder
Executive Director

A Letter from BCC's Executive Director



Under Executive Director Andrés Holder's new leadership and guided by our
singers' talents, we pivoted towards joy and community even in the darkest times.
We are proud of the organization's accomplishments and resiliency during this
life-altering pandemic. We engaged thousands worldwide through live-streamed
concerts, hosted vaccination drives, and launched a brand-new recruitment and
access initiative to rebuild from pandemic choir attrition. This was all made
possible thanks to you, our generous and encouraging community. 

Boston Children's Chorus has a bold tradition of award-winning musicianship and
arts education, diverse leadership, and deep community investment, enabling the
organization to grow and nurture a unique interconnection of mutually beneficial
partnerships. Our reputation allows for annual collaborations with prominent
cultural institutions and urban public school districts to vital community
organizations and social service agencies. BCC continues to be resolute in our
promise of excellence and engagement, drawing talented conductors, composers,
and guest artists from Boston and beyond, and most importantly, sharing the
voices and creativity of our singers present and future with audiences around the
world. 

Each of you plays a part in upholding the Boston Children's Chorus legacy into our
third decade and beyond. Your generosity provides a safe space for our singers to
feel joy and share their talent, empathy for each other, and hope for a more just,
harmonious, and inclusive future.

Kind regards, 
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Pat Temple & Alec Francesconi
Board of Directors, Co-Chairs

To our BCC Community,

A Letter from BCC's Board Co-Chairs
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In our 19th season, the singers of Boston Children's Chorus joined
their voices to call awareness to the climate emergency. Celebrating
the wonder of this planet that we call home, singers examined the
systemic inequities that so often cause marginalized communities to
suffer the greatest at the hand of environmental disasters. Through
the power of song, we sent an urgent message: Now is the Time to
act!

CALLING FOR CLIMATE ADVOCACY

N O W  I S  T H E  T I M E   2 0 2 1  -  2 0 2 2  S E A S O N  H I G H L I G H T S



Now is the Time: 
2021 - 2022 Season Highlights
WILD: A Musical Becoming with Idina Menzel 
BCC partnered with the American Repertory Theater
(ART) at Harvard University for the creation and premiere
of a brand new musical, "WILD: A Musical Becoming."
Singers joined a star-studded creative team, including
Justin Tranter (songwriter to Dua Lipa, Ariana Grande and
Lady Gaga), V (former Eve Ensler, author of The Vagina
Monologues), and Artistic Director, Diane Paulus.

"Best of all is the inclusion of members of Boston Children's
Chorus... It is hard to remember a moment in the theater as
immediate and powerful as this one." 

- Edge Media Network, 2021

Arnold Arboretum Filming 
More than 90 Boston Children's Chorus singers gathered
at the Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University to create
a video focused on environmental justice. We partnered
with our friends at the Arboretum to share a critical
message about preserving the environment for
generations to come. Known as the museum of trees, the
Leventritt Shrub & Vine Garden was an ideal backdrop to
film two environmental themed music videos featuring
our Lower Choir singers.
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BCC is well regarded for its pedagogical model centered on
cultural equity, celebrating diverse musical cultures, and
facilitating creative artistry through student voices. The "Opus
Nuovo" initiative is our innovative response to broaden the
choral repertoire for both student and professional choirs. Now
in its second phase, this project is designed to identify,
commission, and collaborate with ten highly sought-after
global composers and artists to facilitate the creation and
performance of a collection of new choral works. Aligned with
BCC's vision of cultural equity, these new pieces represent a
true spectrum of global musical styles and approaches. BCC
singers actively participate in the creative composition
process, hone listening and understanding skills, and gain rich
performance opportunities.
 
This past season, BCC engaged two composers to work with
our singers to focus on new works focusing on environmental
justice, aligning with our season theme. Syrian educator and
composer Suad Bushnaq worked with our Lower Choir singers
to create a three-movement "Climate Cantata," telling stories
of climate change through fairytale characters and stories.
Mexican composer Jorge Sosa engaged with our Upper Choir
singers to develop a new youth operetta - "The Rising Tide" -
reflecting on the climate emergency through the eyes of youth.  

 

A Diverse Approach to the Choral Canon in the 21st Century 

Suad Bushnaq, Syrian Educator & Composer  

Jorge Sosa, Mexican Composer  



Recruit new singers into BCC's musical training and social
justice programming, build our visibility, and increase trust.  
Share our curriculum and the joy of choral singing to a
broader audience. 
Prioritize the needs of underserved and underrepresented
families, fostering deep reciprocal partnerships with the
schools and other institutions that anchor their
communities. 
Connect Boston neighborhoods and nearby Gateway Cities,
and provide vital support for transportation and financial
aid. 

Designed to build bridges and access to BCC's programs for
more diverse and underserved young people, the Recruitment
and Access Campaign addresses the pandemic-related
attrition experienced by BCC and many other youth choirs.  
 
BCC is committed to bringing the joy of choral music to even
more young people! We plan on dramatically expanding our
local neighborhood services over the coming years. By
creating neighborhood-based access points, BCC can more
readily: 

Through our partnership with the Surround Care Coalition,
under the leadership of Mossik Hacobian and the Higher
Ground team, BCC has been fortunate to visit classrooms in
Dorchester once weekly for seven weeks each semester to
provide music and movement classes for young children ages
4-6. Next season, the initiative will increase targeted outreach
to ten neighborhood schools between South Boston, Mattapan,
Dorchester, East Boston, Chinatown, and Allston/Brighton. 

Recruitment and Access Campaign 
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BCC teamed up with partners at Boston Medical Center to
host pop-up vaccine centers to contribute to the health
equity movement sparked by the COVID-19 crisis. The
events were held at our main office on Old Colony Avenue
in Boston and were open to all singers, their families, and
the general public over the age of 5. 

In partnership with the Friends of the Public Garden, BCC
hosted free outdoor community open singing events each
Saturday and Sunday in the summer of 2021. Available to
community members of all age and skill levels, these joyful
programs provided free summer enrichment and social
opportunities for children in BIPOC neighborhoods and
low-income communities immediately following a year-
long period of isolation and distance from peers. Each
weekend day, BCC singers joined their families, alumni,
and community members for a 75-minute celebratory
event of singing, games, socializing, and community
building. 

Communitiy
Members Served120

Vaccine Clinics

Summer with "We Sing" 



Guest Conductor Alysia Lee, a Kennedy Center Citizen
Artist and Founder and Artistic Director of Sister Cities
Girlchoir, the El Sistema-inspired, girl empowerment
choral academy in Philadelphia, Camden, and
Baltimore; 
Guest Artists Renese King, a nationally recognized
instrumentalist, choral director of the New England
Gospel Ensemble, and arranger; and, 
Reverend William Bodrick, Senior Pastor of the Historic
Twelfth Baptist Church in Roxbury, MA.

Our singers were thrilled to return to Boston Symphony
Hall for the "19th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Tribute
Concert: Can You See The Stars?". The performance
highlighted Dr. King's labor and civil rights work, which
paved the way for the activism embodied in the modern-
day environmental movement.  
 
Over 250 BCC voices were joined by  

Youth have boldly been at the forefront of climate
change activism. Taking inspiration from social and
climate youth leaders, Boston Children's Chorus sang
about their power to affect change. Joined by
featured artists the Eureka Ensemble and Opus Nuovo
composers Jorge Sosa and Kathy Wonson Eddy. This
end-of-season concert, entitled "Lift Every Voice:
Future Generations", shared a musical call to action on
climate change while celebrating our class of
graduating seniors.  
 
"[Youth] speak truth to power because we genuinely
want change and to create a better world. And this is
why the voices of youth are so pure and powerful,
why they always have been, and why they always will
be." 
 - Youth to Power, Jamie Margolin (19) 

 THE STAGERETURNING TO
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Music Video of 

We Sing

Partnership

Workshops

Performances

“Working with BCC 
over the past months
has been a joyful, 
empowering 
experience.”

Those Heroes
Who Healed the
Nation

"CACC loves our 
visits with BCC. 
Thank you for 
always making 
your activities fun 
and engaging.”

- Ellis Elementary 
School 

for the 
rededication of
the Shaw 54
Memorial on the
Boston Common

- Crispus Attucks 
Children’s Center

ACTIVITY MAP
3
Pop Up Choirs

28
Workshops

15
Partner Schools

1042
Students served
in schools

43
Community
performances
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263
Singers in core
programming



BCC’s demographics reflect intentional recruitment
and retention of children ages 7-18 across 
differences of race, ethnicity, culture, and class.DEMOGRAPHICS

53%

of singers are from
households with 
an income below
the Boston median
$76, 298 a year
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 47% WHITE 

 11% OTHER

 10% MULTI-RACIAL

 14% ASIAN

 18% BLACK

of 263 singers ages 7-18
are non-white

22%
are Hispanic/Latinx

41%



ALLSTON/
BRIGHTON

WEST ROXBURY

ROSLINDALE

JAMAICA PLAIN

HYDE PARK

FENWAY
KENMORE

WEST END

MATTAPAN

DORCHESTER

EAST
BOSTON

SOUTH
BOSTON

4

3

7

12

3

4

6

6

10

5

5

1-3 singers 

4-6 singers 

7-9 singers 

10-12 singers 

13-15 singers

36%

SCALE

BOSTON DEMOGRAPHICS

2
4

BACK BAY/
BEACON HILL

8
SOUTH

END

15
ROXBURY
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CHARLESTOWN

of singers are from
households with 
an income below
the Boston median
$76, 298 a year

of 263 singers live in the 
City of Boston
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CONDENSED STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

CONDENSED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

TOTAL REVENUE AND SUPPORT

TOTAL EXPENSES

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF THE YEAR 

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR

TOTAL ASSETS

TOTAL LIABILITIES

TOTAL NET ASSETS

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

2,114,803

 1,721,828

 392,480

1,451,394 

 492,084 

959,311 

1,451,394

2,051,648

1,982,220

 69,427

1,254,748

  226,729

1,028,019

1,254,748

JUNE 30, 2021 JUNE 30, 2022

566,831

959,311

    959,311

 1,028,738

Financial Information
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CIRCLES MEMBERS

Pamela and Robert Adams

Willa and Taylor Bodman

Barbara and Amos Hostetter 

Boston Children’s Chorus recognizes

generous donors who make possible

the work & heart of the mission. 

Alexander Francesconi 

    & Michelle Puntillo

Michael and Linda Frieze

George and Lizbeth Krupp

Suzanne and Bernard Pucker 

    – In honor of Abby, Maggie, and

    Jessy Pucker

Patricia and Jonathan Temple

Karen Wallace

Charlayne Murrell-Smith and Ken Smith

Maxine and David Stevens

Sarah Stone '14

William and Ann Strong

Lorita B. Williams

Karen and Richard Zermani
PREMIER CIRCLE
$50,000+

ANNUAL DONORS 2021-2022
T

Joshua and Anita Bekenstein 

Lauren Budding and Pieter Cohen

Joan and Colin Diver 

Allan and Rita Kiser

Claudia and Mark Mathis

David and Janet Offensend

Marjorie and Simon Ringrose

Maureen and Michael Ruettgers

Richard and Rosalyn Slifka

Louise and Edward Tsoi

Linda Wondrack

SUSTAINERS CIRCLE
$10,000+

AMBASSADORS CIRCLE 
$5,000+

Alastair Bell and Alice Watson

Jonathan and Jennifer Berylson Block

John A. Carey

Eileen and Jack Connors, Jr.

Susan and Digger Donahue

Phil and Rachel Abercrombie

Edeltraud and Stephen Bradley

Margaret Clough and Barry Katz

    – In honor of Virginia Clough

Jason Harris and 

      Elizabeth Lamont Harris

Andrés Holder and Charlie Goelz

Hubie and Kathy Jones

Dr. Zhaoying Lin

LaVallee Manson Family Fund

Beth and Shaun McHugh

Lia and William Poorvu

Charles and Edith Rathbone

Irene and Nathan Idicheria Tiller

     – In memory of Randy Kiser

Philip and Pamela Weitzel

John and Samantha Williams

Rachel and Brett Wollam

DIRECTOR'S CIRCLE
$2,500+

Maureen and John Boisvert

Paul and Katie Buttenwieser

Ethel D. Coggeshall

Cabot Family Charitable Trust

Donna Cowan and Barry Nelson

Betsey Delaney

Esther Duflo

Katherine Economy and Farouc Jaffer

Elena and Nathaniel Efthimou

Brett E. Egan – In honor of Irene Idicheria

Harron Ellenson

Lachlan Forrow - In honor 

       of Gabriela Diaz

Brian and Rachel Garity

Lucia A Henderson Charitable Fund

Rosalind Kiser-Brown –In memory 

    of Mrs. Goldie (Kiser) Houston

Daniel Krulewitch and Carol Carlson

Laurin and Todd Mills

Carolyn Mugar

George and Beth Murnaghan

Stephen and Mary Neff

Ali and Sarah Niakosari

Susan W. Paine

Glenn & Joanne Phillips Family

Edward Powell and Tresa Owens-Powell

Barbara and Frank Resnek

Sarah A. Rothermel

Sue and Joel B. Sherman

CHANGEMAKER
$1,000+

Anonymous (3)

Jonathan Abbott and Shari Malyn

Krystal and William Banfield

Dr. Reginald Brothers

Diane and Pericles Caminis

Maureen Alphonse-Charles and Kenrick

  Charles –In honor of Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Alford

  and Hope Alphonse

Cory Destribats

Turahn Dorsey and Mariama White Hammond

Jennifer Gavin

Jeffrey Grip –In honor of Andrés Holder

Steve and Barbara Grossman

Susan and John Harris

Reynaldo Holder

Susan Karsch

Carol Kulp-Shorten

Holly Laurent

William and Katharine Reardon

Chat Reynders

Christopher Russo

Tyrone Sandefur

ADVOCATE
$500+
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Larry and Lynn Scoville

Paul and Aviva Silberberg

Norman Stein and Mindy S. Lubber

June and Eliot Tatelman

Dr. James Vernon

FRIEND
$100+

Anonymous (7)

Anonymous - In memory of 

      Mary Giorgio

Anonymous - In honor of 

      Jordan Herring

Anonymous - In honor of 

      Samantha Michaud

Anonymous - In memory of

      Maurice Page

Paul Alexander and Evelyne Martial

Marjorie Arons-Barron 

       and James Barron 

Bernard and Janet Aserkoff

     – In honor of Joel Sherman

Adina Astor and Kevin Bolan

Amy BayerJeri Bayer

Marijane Benner Browne

Erik and Jill Berg

Mr. Elliott Berger

Alexandra Bonardi

Stephen and Susan Bookbinder

   – In honor of Joel Sherman

Scott Brink

Carla E. Brodley

Curt Burmeister and Suzanne Ibbeken

Carbonneau Family

Carole Charnow and Clive Grainger

Karen and Roland Cheyney

Mark C. Churchill

Joanne Clark

Martha Coakley and Thomas O’Connor

Rebecca Connell

Denise Cooper –In honor 

  of Amanda Cooper

Mary Cornille

Scott and Lisa Dalrymple

Philip Daoust

Emily Davidson and Benjamin Resner

Maria DeJesus

Hua Deng

Meghan and Peter Dichiara

David Downing

Janet Benzan Duval

Suzanne Dworsky

Anastasia and James Economy

Kathy Egmont

Nancy Uffner-Elliott

Audrey Emerson

Gelene Estiverne

Phyllis and Ronald Ettinger

Richard and Patricia Fernandez

Daisy and Edward Flemming

Robert and Bettye Freeman

Marie Gerhard-Herman and Mark Herman

Kate Goelz

Edward Goldberg

Sandra Goodman

Jackson Hall and Anna Trask

Christley Harris

Thomas and Emily Haslett

Virginia and John Hecker

Courtney HigginsJean Holmblad

Honorable Mr.and Mrs. Julian Houston

Barbara Howland

David and Charisse Howse

James Hoyte and Norma Dinnall

Barbara Hume and Laurie Friedman

 - In honor of Aaron Hume '11

Sandra Jaffe

Gerald James

Stephanie and William Janey

Cornelia Janke and Gregorio 

      Cavajal Blazquez

Gregory Jenkins and Elizabeth Aureden

George Joseph and Asha George

Katherine and Adam Karon

Mellena Kess

John and Margaret Kimball

Dr. Anne Kimber 

George Klauber– In honor of 

      Daniel Krulewitch

Judith Kogan

Diana Korzenik

Lauren Lane

Amelia LeClair

Dana Lehman –In memory of 

     Jeremy Paluszek '10

Martin and Eileen Leinwand

Rubi Lichauco

Karin Lin

Sandra and David Lyons

Phernel Manigat and Islande Donnat

Rachel McKlindon

Sven Meyer

Meryl and Eric Miller

Linda Miller

William and Lynne Morrison

Philip MossLance and Deborah Neumann

John Abromson Family Philanthropic Fund

Atheline Nixon

Pell Osborn and Louise Ambler Osborn

Debra and John Packard

John Paluszek – In memory of 

     Jeremy Paluszek '10

Greg Zarbis-Papastoitsis and 

      Shaunna Harrington

Robin Pelzman

Andrew Pond– In memory of 

     Jeremy Paluszek '10 

Joel and Rachel Reck

Rediscovery JRI– In memory 

       of Jeremy Paluszek '10

Ann M. Riker– In honor of Pam 

      and Bob Adams

Sharon Riva

Charles Rose and Carol Downs

Wallace Rowe

Annette Rubin and Karl Kuban

Michelle and Phillip Rush

Barbara Sampson

William and Rhoda Sapers

Tedd and Ella Saunders

Marc Savatsky

Katherine and Alan Scott

Evelyn Scoville
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Charlotte Seeley

Joseph Sherman

Sylvia Simmons

Thomas Simpson

Gail Snowden

Jon Solins and Polly Peterson

Sumana Srinivasan

Allen and Margaret Steere

Catherine Stein

Jennifer Stevens and Joe Wright

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Storer

Toni Strassler

John Suhrbier

Helen Taplin

Steve Teager and Gail Franck

Natacha Theodore

Mili Tomanic and Dimitri Krainc

Vorenberg Family Fund

Diane Waddell

Nicole Werther

Mary Rita Weschler

Jeanne Wilson

David and Margaret Woodbury

Josh Yach

Christopher Zappi

INSTITUTIONAL 
 GIVING

$100,000+ 

Klarman Family Foundation

Linde Family Foundation

Massachusetts Cultural Council

U.S. Small Business Administration

$50,000+ 

Rowland Foundation, Inc.

$25,000+ 

Anonymous

Amazon

Loomis, Sayles & Company

TD Charitable Foundation

Richard and Susan Smith 

     Family Foundation

$20,000+ 

Boston Cultural Council

Liberty Mutual Foundation

TD Bank

$15,000+ 

Black NetWorth Development 

     Association, Inc.

The Boston Foundation

Deborah Munroe Noonan Memorial Fund

Friends of the Public Garden

$10,000+ 

Mayor’s Office of Arts and Culture

Lawrence J. and Anne Rubenstein

     Charitable Foundation

$5,000+ 

Berkshire Bank 

Mary W.B. Curtis Trust

Nellie Mae Education Foundation

Ramsey McCluskey Family Foundation

Rockland Trust/East Boston Savings 

       Bank Charitable  Foundation

Seaport Square Owners Association, Inc.

State Street Corporation

The Waldwin Group

$1,000+ 

BlackOak Technical Productions

Choral Arts New England

First Parish Unitarian 

      Universalist of Arlington, MA

Gregory Lombardi Design

Parterre Garden Services

Red Sox Foundation

The Paul and Edith Babson Foundation
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+ - In Memory
P - Parent
A - Alumni

Krystal Morin
Conductor

Maggie Storm
Assistant Conductor

Elena Velázquez Efthimiou
Associate Director of Choirs

Ai Yamashita
Accompanist

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Cyrus Dahmubed, A '09
Utile

Philip A. Weitzel
Treasurer
CohnReznick

Susan Conkling +
Boston University

Alastair Bell, MD, P '27
Boston Medical Center

Krystal P. Banfield, Ed.D. 
Berklee College of Music

Alec Francesconi, P '18
C0-CHAIR OF THE BOARD
Ryan

Claudia Bell Mathis, Ed.D  
Fidelity Foundation

Patricia Temple 
CO-CHAIR OF THE BOARD
QPD LLC

Maureen Boisvert
Community Volunteer

Turahn Dorsey
City of Boston 

Allan Kiser
Fidelity Investments

Linda Lanton
The Lanton Consulting Group

Waleska Rodriguez, P '24
Recruitment Consultant

Zoey Lin
Fidelity Investments

Karen Wallace
Marketing Consultant

Lisa Sheeler
RhumbLine Advisers

Sarah Stone, A '14
Greylock McKinnon Associates

Marjorie Ringrose, P '19 & '22 
Smith Family Foundation

Charlayne Murrell-Smith
Boston Children's Museum

Linda Turbull
The Waldwin Group

Hubie Jones
Chairman Emeritus & Founder

Tim Ferguson
Chairman Emeritus

Linda Wondrack
Fidelity Investments

STAFF

Jenny Chou
Accompanist

Klo Garoute
Operations Assistant

Joshua Glassman
Assistant Conductor

Jacob Hiser
Accompanist

Patrick Hanafin
Associate Producer

Destiny Cooper
Conductor

Andrés Holder
Executive Director

Kamden Dennis
Teaching Assistant

Kenneth Griffith
Recruitment Manager

Development Coordinator
Thea Brenner

Leona Cheung
Accompanist

Maria Antifonario
Director of Institutional Giving

Irene Idicheria
Managing Director

John Martha-Reynolds 
Conductor

Carl-Issak Krulewitch '17
Accompanist

Helen Leung '18
Teaching Assistant

Rubi Lichauco
Music & Movement Instructor

Sarah Kennedy
Analytics Specialist

Alexis Lujares '16
Marketing Coordinator

Hannah Hooven
Teaching Assistant

Emily Howe
Conductor

Kripa Joseph
Program Coordinator

Robbie Jacobs
Executive Producer

Leah Kazuko '19
Teaching Assistant

Cameron Lane
Leadership Office Manager

STAFF AND BOARD
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